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NUMBER XXXII. 


** O God, my firft, my laft, my ftedfaft choice, . 
«© My bounalefs blifs, the {pring of all my joys ! 
*¢ T’ll worfhip thee before the filver moon, 
** With filent pace has reach’d hercloudy noon ; 
“* Before the ftars the midnight fky adorn, 
** Long, long before the flow approach of morn: 
“« Thee Ill invoke, to thee glad anthems fing, 
** And with my voice join each harmonious {tring : 
** The midaight echoes at thy name fhall wake, 
** And on their wings the joyful burthen take ; 
«* While one bright {mile from thee, one pleafing ray, 
** Thro’ the ftill fhades fhall dart celettial ray.” 
Mrs. Rows. 
| & my 26th and 27th numbers, I endeavoured to fhow that it 
was the indifpenfible duty of every Chriftian to ufe prayer; 
without which all his ‘religion will be of none effect in the tight 
of God. I fhall now beg leave to offer fome few diretions in the 
performance of it. 
1ft. Be frequent in it; at leaft twice a day, except a very ex- 
traordinary occafion hinder. Mornings and eveningsare fit fea- 
fons for private as well as family prayer. In this we have the ex- 
ample of Chrift, who embraced both thefe feafons for the dif- 
charge of this duty. Thus we read, Mark i, 35, That “in the 
morning rifing up a great while before day, he went out, and de- 
Vor. XVI. 389. A . arted 
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pasted. into-a-folitary place, and there prayed.” And in Matthew | 
xiv. 23 we find, that after the work of the day was over he went. 
to this duty. When, alfo, he had fent the multitude away, he went 
upinto the mountain apart to pray ; and when the evening was 
come he was there alone. ‘e 
If Chrift, then, who was perfect and without fin, retired into a 
fecret place topray’mornings and evenings, how much more caufe 
have" we, who dre fo fulf of frailty and imperfeétion, and have fo 
much need of the grace of God tohelpus? Our fecret fins are, 
alas! very, very frequent, and our fecret wants come faft upon 
us; our fecret temptations and dangers are many, and therefore* 
we have need to be often im fecret prayer. Our hearts are too 
apt to grow fiat and ‘dull; and we have need to have them warmed 
with the prefence of God. We cannot be too frequent in divine, 
and holy communion, nor have too much intercourfe with Chrift 
and Heaven. We cannot be toooften in the mount with an holy 
God, recewing~freth-impreffions of his image upon dur hearts. 
Our hearts cannot be too often lifted up to Heaven, nor Heaven too 
often be let down into our hearts. 
2dly. The matterof: fecret prayer fhould be, for the moft part, 
fuch as concetns our own peculiar circumftances, and fuch fecret 
things as are not proper to be uttered in public, or fuch things as 
in our laft performance might have flipped our memory. Our 
fecret fins, as far as we remember, fhould be particularly confeffed 
and lamented one by one in the prefence of God. And though 
this would be too tedious to be done at once ; yet fomte may be 
confefled at onetime and fome at another, together with thofe 
fins and frailties which have happened betwixt the times of. duty. 
We ought, at thefe feafons, to arraign, accufe, and condemn our- 
felves’ for our fecret fins, and caft ourfelves at the feet of mercy, 
and beg to be cleanfed by the blood of Chrift. We ought to 
tpread abroad our fecret»wants, fhew unto God our fecret weak+ 
nefles, imperfections, and temptations, and beg of him fuitable 
frength. We ought to extol him for fecret mercies, for foul- 
bleflings, which to enlarge upon in the hearing of others would 
favour too much of oftentation. ‘Thus, for the moft part, we’ 
thould do weil to eniploy our fecret prayers about our own fecret 
perfonal concerns, which may not be {fo proper to be mentioned 
in public. “Fhough at the fame time we may alfo, and ought to 
intercede for others too, for our friends.and relatives, for grace 
for the unconverted, for comfort to thofe under trouble, and di- 
rection for {uch as are‘in doubt or perplexity in religious mat- 
ters, 
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ters, &c. but more efpecially it behoves us.to. be mindful of the 

. church and intereft of Chrift abroad in the world, and more parti- 
cularly in our own nation, and labour and ftrive with the greatelt 
eagernefs for it. Pray for thepeace of Jerufalem;~they thall 
profper that love thee.” Pfalm cxxii. 6. 

3dly. Be lefs careful about expreffions.in fecret, than when you 

‘pray with others; let your principal care be Jaid out about the 
heart. God takes not fo much notice of expreffions which pro- 
ceed only from the mouth ; buthis regard is to the defires of the 
heart. He underftands your {peech though it be ever fo broken 
and imperfect, if the heart bein a right frame. | If thou canft byt 
ftammer as Hezekiah, or .weep out a prayer as Hannah did, God 
knows and accept it as proceeding from the heart. ‘Therefore 
trouble not yourfelves fo much about the expreffions of the tongue, 
but fee whether or not your heart be right. Confider you are 
about a ferious work ; and that the eye of the omnipotent is upon 
you. You are in the more immediate prefence of one who can 
fave your fouls or torment them to all eternity. 

Yea the work itfelfconcerns your fouls, and is of the higheft 
importance, and therefore ought to be managed with every degree 
of ferioufnefs. A light, vain, frothy frame of fpirit is not fit to 
be brought into the prefence of an Holy God, or to be employed 
about the matters of an immortal foul. The Apoftle requires ys 
to be fervent in fpirit, ferving the Lord. Our fecret prayers are 
part of that fervice which .we owe to God, and therefore fhould 
be accompanied with afuitable fervency. We fhould lay hold gn 
Heaven with an holy violence, wreftle and ftrive with God hy 
ftrong cries and tears. For the Moft High hateth all manner of 
lukewarmnefs, and indifferency, and looks on him who afks coldly 
asif he did but afk a denial. 

Again, to this end we fhould have our hearts compofed. 
Banith from you all worldly cares ;,leave your bufinefs and earthly 
concerns at your clofet doors ; and fhut out whatever might hin~ 
der or diftract youin your duty. Let your heart have ftrong faith 
“ the religion you profefs, fur whofoever cometh unto God muft 

elieve. 

4thly and laftly. Do not reft on your fecret prayers, but endea- 

vour to live by them. Let the effect of your private devotion 

appear in your public converfation. Walk as thofe that have an 

iiitimate communion with an holy being. Let the face of your 

converfation thine as_Mofes’s face did after he had been in the 
mount with God, 
. A 2 Thus * 
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Thus endeavour to be frequent and fervent in your fecret 
“prayers, and he which feeth in private fhall reward you openly, 





Interefting Extraéts from Travels to difcover the Source of the Nile, 


in the Years 1768, 1769, 4 0, 1771, 1772, and1773. By 
‘Fames Bruce, of Kinnaird, nh 


i > the dedication, which is addrefled to his Majefty, Mr. Bruce, 

after complimenting his Sovereign on the principle of the 

difcoveries and orem which have been made under his royal 
aufpices, and the happinefs diffufed by them, proceeds thus to in- 
troduce the prefent publication : ; 

“ While thefe great objects were fteadily conducting to the end 

which the capacity of thofe employed, the juftnefs of the mee- 
fures on which they were planned, and the conftant care and fup- 
port of the public, promifed, there ftill remained an expedition to 
be undertaken which had been long called for, by philofophers of 
all nations, in vain. 
' Fleets and armies were ufelefs; even the power of Britain, 
with theutmoft exertion, could afford no proteétion there; the 
place was fo unhappily cut off from the reft of mankind, that 
even your Majefty’s name and virtues have never yet been known 
or heard of there. ' 

The fituation of the country was barely known; no more: 
Placed under the moft inclement fkies, in part furrounded by im- 
penetrable foreits, where, from the beginning, the beafts had 
eftablifhed a fovereignty uninterrupted by man, in part by vaft 
deferts of moving fands, where nothing was to be found that had 
the breath of life, thefe terrible barriers inclofed men more bloody 

‘and ferocious than the beafts themfelves, and more fatal to travel- 

lers than the fands that encompafied them; and thus hut up, 
they had been long growing every day more barbarous, and defied, 
by rendering it dangerous, the curiofity of trayellers of every 
nation. 

Although the leaft confiderable of your Majefty’s fubjects, yet 
‘not the leaft defirous of proving my duty, by promoting your Ma- 
jefty’s declared plan of difcovery as much as the weak endea- 
vours of a fingle perfon could, unproteéted, forlorn and alone, or 
at times affociated to beggars and banditti, ‘as they offered, 1 un- 
dertook this defperate journey, and did not turn an ell out of my 
propofed way till Thad compleated it: It was the firit difcovery 
attempted 
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‘attempted in your Majefty’s reign. From Egypt I penetrated 
into this country, through Arabia on one fide, paffing through 
-melancholy and dreary defarts, ventilated with poifonous winds, 
and glowing with eternal fun-beams, whofe: names are as un- 
-known in geography as are thofe of the antediluvian world. ~In 
‘the fix years employed in this furvey I defcribed a circumference, 
whofe greater axis comprehended twenty-two degrees of the 
_meridian, in which dreadful circle was contained all that is ter- 
rible to the feelings, prejudicial to the health, or fatal to the life of 


man. 


In the Introduction; which contains a variety of curious mat- 
ter, Mr. Bruce proceeds to inform the reader of the motives which 
induced him to undertake his travels : 

“ Every one will remember that period, fo glorious to Britain, 
the latter end of the miniftry of the late Earl of Chatham. I 
was then returned from a tour through the greateft part of Europe, 
particularly through the whole of Spain and Portugal, between 
whom there then was an appearance of approaching war: Iwas 
about to retire to a fmall patrimony I had received from my an- 
ceftors, in order to embrace a life of ftudy and reflection, nothing 
more active appearing then within my power, when chance threw 

me unexpectedly intoa very {hort and very defultory converlation 
with Lord Chatham. 

It was afew days after this that Mr. Wood, then Under Se- 
cretary of State, my very zealous and fincere friend, informed me 
sthat Lord Chatham intended to.employ me upon a particular fer- 
vice; that, however, I might go down for a few weeks to my own 
country to fettle my affairs, but by all means to be ready upon a 
call. Nothing could be more flattering to me than fuch an offer ; 
when fo young, to be thought worthy by Lord Chatham of any 
employment, was doubly a preferment. . No time was loft on my 
fide ;_ but juft after. my receiving orders to return to London, his 
Lordfhip had gone to Bath, and refigned his office. 

This difappointment, which was the more fenfible to me, that 
it was the firft { had met in public life, was promifed to be made 
up tome by Lord Egremont, and Mr. George Grenville. . The 
former had been long my friend, but unhappily he was then far 


-gone in alethargic indifpofition, which threatened, and did very 


fo . put a period to his exiftence. With Lord Egremont’s death 


‘my expectations vanifhed. Further particulars are unneceflary, 


but J hope that at leaft, in part, they remain in that breaft where 
they 
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they naturally ought to be, and where I fhall ever think, not tobe 
forgotten, is to be rewarded, 

Seven or eight months were paffed in an expenfive and fruit- 

lefs attendance in-London, when Lord Halifax was pleafed, not 
onty.to propofe, but to plan for me a journey of confiderable im- 
_portance, and which was to take up feveral years. His Lordfhip 
faid, that nothing could be moreignoble, than that, at fuch a time 
of life, atthe height of my reading, health, and aétivity, I fhould, 
as it were, turn peafant, and voluntarily bury myfelf in obfcurity 
and idfenefs ; that though war was now drawing faft to an end, 
fullas honourable a competition remained among men of fpirit, 
which fhould acquit themfelves beft in the dangerous line of ufe- 
ful adventure and difcovery. He obferved, that the coaft of Bar- 
bary, which might be faid :to be juft at our door, was as yet byt 
partially explored by Dr. Shaw, who had only illuftrated (very 
judicioufly indeed) the geographical labours of Sanfon*; that 
meither Dr. Shaw nor Sanfon had been, or had pretended to be, 
capable of giving the public any detail of the large and.magni- 
Aicent remains of ruined architecture which they both vouch to 
have feen in great quantities, and of exquifite elegance and per- 
fection, all over thecountry. Such had not been their ftudy, yet 
fuch was really the tafte that was required in the prefent times. 
He withed therefore that I fhould be the firft, in the reign juft now 
beginning, to fet an example of making large additions to the 
royal collection, and he pledged himfelf to be my fupporter and 
patron, and to make good to me, upon this additional merit, the 
promifes which had been held forth to me by former Minifters for 
.other fervices. 

The difcovery of the fource of the Nile was alfoa fubject of 
thefe converfations, but it was always mentioned to me with akind 
ef difidence, as if to be expected trom a more experienced tra- 
weller, Whether this was but another way of exciting me to 
the attempt, I fhall not fay; but my heart in that inftant did me 
juftice to fuggeft, that this, too, was either to be atchieved by me, 
‘orto remain, as it had done for thefe laft two thoufand years, 
a defiance to all travellers, and an opprobrium to geography. 

Fortune feems to enter into this {cheme.--At the very inftant 
Mr. Afpinwall, very cruelly and ignominioufly treated by the Dey 
of Algiers, had ref:gned his Confulfhip, and Mr, Ford, a mer- 

chant, 


* Hewas longa flave to the Bey of Conftantina, and appears to 
have been a man of capacity. 
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chant, formerly the Dey’s acquaintance, was named in his place. 
Mr. Ford was appointed, and dying a few days after the Con-; 
falfhip became vacant, Lord Halifax prefled me to accept af 
this, as containing allfort of conveniencies for making the pto- 
pofed expedition. 

This’ favourable event finally determined me. I had all my. 
life applied unweariedly, perhaps with more love than talent, to 
drawing, the practice of mathematics, and efpecially that part ne- 

to aftronomy. The tranfit of Venus was at hand. It 
was certainly known that it would be vifible once at Algiers, and) 
there-wasgreat reafon to expect it might be twice. I hadfur- 
nifhed myfelf with a large apparatus of inftruments, the com- 
pleteft of their kind for the obfervation. In the choice of thefe 
I had been affifted by my friend Admiral Campbell, and Mr. 
Raffell, Secretary to the Turkey Company; every other ne- 
céflary had been provided in proportion. It was a pleafure now 
to‘know that it was not froma rock ora wood, but from my owa 
hotife at Algiers, I could deliberately take meafures to place my= 
felf in the lift of men of fcience of all nations, who were them 
preparing for the fame fcientific purpofe.”” 





(To be continued.) 
An ACCOUNT of the ORIGIN and CONSTITUTION of 
' PARLIAMENT. 


RIGINALLY, Parliaments were called for iffuing brieves™ 
eut of Chancery to the feveral Sheriffs, directing them to 
fummon, publickly or edictally, all thofe who were obliged to at- 
tend the Parliament. ‘A publick notification, probably at the 
market-crofs of the fhire, was thought fufficient. Over and 
above this general fummons, which comprehended all ranks 
equally, a form was introduced in the reign of King John, of 
writing letters to Prelates and great Lords by name, acquainting 
them of the time and place of holding the Parliament, and requir- 
ing their attendance. When reprefentatives were introduced in 
lace of finall Barons, the gencral fummons was laid afide as ufe- 
fee : The great Barons were called by fpecial letters, and the 
brieves now direéted to the Sheriffs came'to be more fpecial ; or- 
dering them to return two Knights of the Shire, and two Bur- 
gefles out of each Burgh within the Shire ; which form is con- 
tinued down to this day. In order tothe clefting of the 16 Peers 
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of ‘Scotland, a proclamation is ifflued. wnder the Great Seal of 
Great-Britain; commanding all the Peers of Scotland to aflemble 
at fuch time and place:as is appointed in the proclamation, then 
and there to elect the 16 Peers. - Writs, under the Great Seal of 
Great-Britain, are alfo directed to the feveral Sheriffs and 
Stewards, who, on receipt thereof, muft forthwith give notice of 
the time of election of Cummiffioners for Shires ; and at the day 
appointed the freeholders muft convene at the Burgh of the Shire, 
or Stewatry, and proceed to the election of their Commiffioners---. 
6 Ann. c. 5. : {Thefe Commiffioners. or Delegates. choofe the 
45 Members of Scotland. See Douglas’s. Hiftory of Eleétions, 
Il. 181.» Thecafe of the diftri& of Wigtoun, &c.] 
Attendance in Parliament is a perfonal fervice which cannot be 
performed by the vaflal, unlefs the fuperior choofe to accept of it; 
and for this reafon it is not due unlefs demanded. - A Baron, there- 
fore, who is not called, cannot regularly take his feat in Parliament. 
This matter is well endesthoud in England, where, many times, 
the advantage has been laid hold of, which perfonal citation gives 
the King. .One remarkable inftance happened in a Parliament 
convened by Henry III. A. D. 1255, when a great many Lords 
were omitted tv be f{ummoned, who were not in the King’s intereft, 
Nor at this day dol know of any remedy provided againtft this 
evil ; other than that the tendency of fuch a-meafure renders-it 
unfit to be ventured upon ; fince it could not fail to alarm the 
whole nation, as evidently hubverfive of the conftitution. 
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INTERESTING TRIALS. 
ComMMON PLEAs. 


Ate. was lately tried before Lord Loughborough anda 
Special Jury, in which a gentleman employed as a tutor was 
plaintiff. The action was brought to recover fatisfaction in da- 
mages, for defamatory words, fpoken by the defendant’s wife of 
the: plaintiff, charging him with deteftable propeniitics, 

The words, as proved in eviden ce, were thefe: “that the des 
fendant loved men better than women,”’ It appeared, that the de- 
fendant’s wife had given the plaintiff this character to feveral per- 
fons. 

Witnefles were called to prove, that the defendant was capable 
of paying large damages, and, in order to do this, they {lated that 
he 
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he kept a country+houfe, and that his wife dréfled in a ftile of 
foprionable elegance: 

Mr. Serjeant Adair made an excellent {peech for the defendant: 

He faid, his client was one of thofe unfortunate men, who were 
under the influence of petticoat government: He was perfectly 
innocent of the calumny for which the action was brought. It 
was not in the power of man to filence fome women, although 
thelaw made him ‘liable for all the injury of which their voluble 
tongues might be productive. It was the firft time he ever heard 
that the extravagance of a wife was a proof of the riches of her 
hufband. ‘The truth was; that the defendant’s wife had almoft 
ruined him by her expenfive drefs; and the little remaining pro- 
perty fhe was likely to deprive him of by her tongue. 

Lord Loughborough obferved; that this was a cafe of a moft 
ferious nature. Independently of the feelings of the party, the 
calumny in its confequences was the moft dangerous, for there 
was no forefecing where it wouldend. Although the plaintiff had 
fuftained no vilible injury in his reputation, yet the credulity of 
fome, and the ill nature of others, might render the flander a per- 
petual theme of reproach, a charge of this nature being never 
totally obliterated. 

His Lordthip then took notice of the difagreeable fituation of a 
perfon upon whom a charge of this nature was beftowed. If he 
brought an action, the matter was {pread abroad, and became food 
for the malicious. Should he not commence an action, his filence 
wodul be conitrued into guilt. His Lordthip thought that the Jury 
ought to give exemplary damages, efpegially as the plaintiff’s cha- 
racter, as a teacher of youth, was effentially concerned. 

‘Verdict for plaintiff---Damages 50]. 





Common Preas. 
A Caufe of fome importance to the trading world was lately 


' tried at Guildhall, before Lord Loughborough. 


The aétion was brought by a Mr. Adams, to recover from 
Mefirs. Wilfon and Co. as proprietors of the Liverpool mail- 
coach, the fum of 100]. being the value of five bank-notes 
for 20]. each, fent by the defendants’ coach in a parcel, directed to 
atradefman in London, but which never arrived. 

Two witneiies were called for the plaintiff, one of whom was 
hisfon. By their evidence it appeared, that the Bank-notes wete 
Vou. XVI. 389. B delivered 











Cd 


fo THE: WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


delivered toa book-keeper at Daventry, who afked for no payment 
of carriage, nor was there any notice ftuck up in the office that 


the defendants would not be anfwerable for the lofs of money, 


notes, &c. without being paid for the rifk. It came out upon 
crofs-examination, that the plaintiff was alfo a carrier, and that it 
was a general rule not to carry Bank-notes, &c. without payment; 
that the notes, dc. were fent witha way-bill as a fmall parcel, of 
the value of which no intimation was given to the book-keeper. 

It was contended by the Counfel for the defendants, that it was 
an eftablifhed rule among all carriers not to receive money or 
Bank-notes without being paid for the rifk of their lofs; and. 
although this rale had not received the authority of the legiflature, 
yet if the perfon who fends the property knows of the rule, the 
law will not permithim to recover the value in cafe of lofs, be- 
caufe the concealment of it, with a defign to evade the payment, 
is in contemplation of Jaw a fraud upon the carrier. 

On the part of the defendants a witnefs was called, who proved 
the general rule before itated, and that it was known to the plain- 
tiff’s fon, who fent' the property in queftion to the coach, but con- 
cealed the value of it. A newfpaper was alfo produced, andthe 
defendants’ advertifement read in evidence. bh i3 
* The learned Judge was of opinion, that this cafe exhibited a 
clear fraud on the defendants. 
- The Jury found a verdict for the defendants. 





Sg Kino’s-BENncH, f 
A Queftion of great importance was a few days. finee folemmly~ 
argued and determined in the Court of King’s-Bench. The 
quettion was, “ Whether an arreft can be legally made within 
the verge of the Palace of Weftminfter, without leave of the 
Board of Green-Cloth ?” Sed t-te , 
“Mr. Eaft produced innumerable authorities to prove, that this 
privilege was as oldas the Monarchy of England, and: was a part 
of ‘thie common law of the land. It was a prerogative belonging 
tothe King ; and to make arrefts within this ancient liberty, was 
a infringement of the King’s prerogative ; and though -the 
arreft ‘of itfelf was legal, the perfon who made it committed a con 
tempt upon the Crown, and was liable to a profecution by indict- 
ment. ' 
as After ~~ 
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: After Mr. Wood -was heard’ onthe other fide, the Court fiid, 
that the Crown had difpenfed: with the privilege in queftion, by 
the act which eftablifhed the Palace Court, andthat the Board of 
iGreen Cloth was intended only to be applied to for leave to arrelt, 
when the deferidant was fervant to the King’s houfehold ; that 
Board being inftituted for the purpofe of taking-care of his Ma, 
jefty’s houfehold. — An arreft therefore might be made within the 
Palace Court, and no indictment could be maintained againit the 
‘officer for making it. 





- LATELY came on to be argued in the Court of King’s- 
Bench, and was determined, a queition, whether arcduced Lieu- 
tenant in the army could affign over his future half-pay? 

After much argument by the Counfél, the Court faid, that the 
half-pay was giverf to officers for the fuppart of the dignity of 
their ftation, and to prevent them from being:called out of a {tate 
of poverty into the active fervice of their country. 

\ The Court was unanimous intheir opinion, that whatever of-. - 
“ficers might do with their pay already due, they ought not to afign 
over their growing cr future intereft in it. 





MEMOIRS and CHARACTER of Dr. FRANKLIN. 


| ed men have gained univorfal celebrity from fuch an origin. 
The principal conductor of the American Revolution had 
been a journeyman printer in Philadelphia. Such arg the def-- 
‘tinations of that:Providence, which Jhas ordained the production 
of an oak from an acorn. ; 

Dr. Franklin came to London in 1726.. The love of f{cience 
can’ be traced from this early period, though he appeared here in 
the line of his bufinefs. He had procured letters to, and was well . 
-received by, Mr. Folkes, afterwards Prefident of the Royal So- - 
ciety, and through him knew Dr, Clarke, He was not, however, 
gratified with a fight of his friend, which he often Jamented, and 
‘which he had laboured to obtain. Great age and increafing 
infirmities prevented an introduction to Sir Ifaac Newton. ~ 

Of his originhe made no fecret. Ina converfation at Paris, 
‘imcompany :with the Comte D’ Aranda and the Duke de la Roch- 
foucalt, he replied to an Irifh gentleman, who had afked him 
fome queftions about the ftate of the paper manufactory there, 
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s¢ Few men cangive you more information on that fubje@ than 
myfelf, for I was originally in the printing trade.” 

The principles and qualities of electricity were {carcely 
known in thelaft age. The electric fluid was barely mentioned 
at the end of Newton’s Optics. ‘It was referved for Franklin to 
inveftigate its properties, and of that branch of fcience he may 
be confidered as the father. Theory was advanced to practice and 
utility, by the invention of the conductor. 

Nor were his obfervations confined to this fcience. There 
were few fubjefts of common utility upon which he did not com- 
ment ; none which he did not improve and illuftrate; of which 
his Advice to Servants--to Tradefmen--to Settlers in America-- 
the Cure of Smoky Chimnies--Rules for Clubs and for Converfa- 
tion-- Maxims to convert a great into a fmal] Empire, written with 
the cauftic fpirit of Swift, abundantly prove. To be generally 


ufeful, that he might be univerfally celebrated, feemed to be his, 


ruling principles. 

The memories of the aged are not fixppofed to be retentive. 
The truth, however, feems to be, that the tablet of the memory 
becomes callous ata certain period, nor is it fufceptible of new 
impreffions, and particularly of verbal knowledge. Franklin was 
an exception to this rule: He acquired French after feventy ; he 
fpoke fluently, and even {cientifically in that language. 

Science is feldom noticed by the votaries of fathion; but 
Dr. Franklin, inhis French Embafly, became the ton, the fafhion- 
able topic of modifh converfation, the ladies had hats a da Franklin, 
and crowds of belles and beaux often fluttered after him inthe 
garden of the Thuilleries. 

In fociety he was fententious, but not fluent, a liftener rather 
than a talker, an informing, rather than pleafing companion ; im- 
patient of interruption, he often mentioned the cuftom of the 
Indians, who always remain filent fome time before they give an 
anfwer toa queftion, which they have heard attentively, unlike 
fome of the politeit focieties in Europe, where’a fentence can 
fearcely be finifhed without an interruption. 

It isa teftimony to truth, and barejuftice to his memory, that 
he ufed his utmoft endeavours to prevent a breach between Eng- 
land and America ; his parliamentary examination in 1766, all 

‘his converfations till 1775, -had the fame benign tendency; had 
his councils been followed, he would have proved a friend indeed 
tothis country. From the period of the well-known abufe be- 
fore the Council, he entertained a moft ardent rcfentment, too often 
the 
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the excrefcence of great minds. Politenefs and moderation could 
not reftrain the moft pointed and bitter farcafms againft the con- 
dué& of England in mixed companies ; and it is remarkable, that 
when the fhip in which he failed laft to America had touched at 
Portfinouth, he was requefted to refrefh himfelf on fhore ; but he 
declined it, faying, he had refolved never more to fet his foot upon 
Englifh ground. 

t a veil be drawn over that unhappy difference; it is certain 
that Franklin foretold all the confequences, with an almoft pro- 
phetic fagacity. 

The teftimonies of Franklin’s. merit were conceived in the 
higheft ftrain of panegyric. In the year 1777 Lord Chatham 
adverted, in a remarkable fpeech, to his difiuafive arguments 
againft the war, and to the fagacious advice of the American 
Newton. 

Upon his reception inthe French Academy, D’Alembert, the 
friend and correfpondent of Frederick the Great, welcomed him 
with that well known line which revived the boldnefs and the fub- 
limity of Lucan-- 


“ Eripuit colo fulmen, feeptrumque tirannis,” 


The Congrefs of America have enjoined a general mourning, 
and public gratitude has celebrated his obfequies; Science thal] 
hereafter record the name of Franklin in the trueft regifters of 
fame, that fame which is ever juft to the dead, however unjuft it 
may be to the living, from caprice, fram the malevolence of party, 
or from the fulfome adulations of bafenefs and of fervility. 

The ftone, with which he had been afflicted for feveral years, 
had for the laft twelve months confined him chiefly to his bed ; 
and during the extreme painful paroxyims, he was obliged to take 
laudanum to mitigate his tortures--itill, in the intervals of pain, 
he not only amutzd himfelf with -reading, and converfing chear- 
fully with his family, anda few friends who vifited him, but was 
often employed in doing bufinefs of a public as well as private 
nature, with various perfons, who waited on him for that purpofe ; 
and in every inftance difplayed, not only that readinefs and dif- 
pofition of duing good, which was the charatteriftic of his life, 
but the fulleft and cleareft poffeffion of his mental abilities ; and 
not unfrequently indulged in thofe jeux d’efprits and entertaining 
anecdotes, which were tne delight of all who heard him. About 
fixteen days before his death, he was feized with a feverifh indif- 
polition, without any particular fymptoms attending it ae 
’ thir 
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third or fourth day, when he .complainted of. a pain in his left 


breaft, which increafed until it became extremely acute, with 2 
cough and-laborious breathing. During this ftate, when the fe. 
verity of his pains fometimes drew forth a groan of complaint, he 
would obferve--that he was afraid he did-not bear them as he ought 
--acknowledged his grateful fenfe of: the many bleflings he. had 
received from that Supreme Being, who had raifed: him; from 
finall and low. beginnings, to’ fuch high rank and confideration 
among men--and made no doubt his prefent afflictions: were kindly 
intended to wean him froma world in which he was no f 
fit'to aétthe part affigned him. ‘In this'frame of body and mind 
he continued till five days before his death, when his pain and 
difficulty of breathing entirely left him, and his family were 
flattering. themfelves with the hopes of his recovery, when an 
impofthumation, which had formed itfelf in his lungs, fuddenly 
burit,: and difcharged a great ee of matter, which he con- 
tinued to throw up while he had fufficient ftrength to do it, but 
as that failed, the organs of refpiration became gradually opprefled, 
a calm lethargic {tate fucceeded, and on the 17th of .May, 1790, 
about eleven o’clock at night, he quietly expired, clofing a long. 
and ufeful life of eighty four years and three months, He was 
born in the year 1706. 
ne 
The following is a Copy of an original Lettér from Dr, Franklin, on 
the Death of his Brother, Mr. Fobn Franklin, of Bofton, New 
England, to Mifs Hubbard, Daughter-in-law to the Latttt, 


written about 35 years ago: P 


« Dear Cup, — 4 

“ IT condole with you; we have loft a moft dear and valuable 
relation; but it is the will of God that thefe mortal bodies be 
laid afide, when the foul isto enter into real life; *tis rather an 
embryo ftate,a preparation for living ; aman is not completely 
born till he be dead ;--why then fhould we grieve that a new child 
be born among the immortals; a new member added to their 
happy fociety? Weare but {pirits--that bodies fhould be lent us, 
while they can afford us pleafure, affift us in acquiring knowledge, 
or doing good to our fellow-creatures, is a kind and benevolent 
act of God. ~ When they become uafit for thefe purpofes, and 
afford us pain inftead of pleafure, inftead of an aid, they become 
an incumbrance, and anfwer Horie of thé intentiorts for which they 
were 
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were given, it is equally kind and benevolent that a way is pro- 
vided by which we may get rid of them. Death is that way. -We 
ourfelves prudently choofe a partial death. In fome cafes, a 
mangled painful limb, which cannot be reftored, we willingly cut 
oft-2He who plucks out a tooth, parts with it freely, fince the pain 
goes with it 5 and he that quits the whole body parts at once with 
all the pains, and poffibilities of pains and difeafes, it was liable to, 
or capable of making him fuffer. 

“ Our friend and we are invited abroad--ona party of pleafure 
--that is to laft for ever--his carriage was firft ready, and he is 
gone before us; we could not all conveniently ftart together, and 
why fhould you and I be grieved at this, fince.we are foon to follow, 
tnd] know where to find him, ; 
+ a : « Adieu, : 
ber <BR. ES 





The following is Dr. Franklin’s Epitaph on himfelf, which be wrote 
« ‘when he was a Printer, in the early Part of his Life; and which 
w- 5 to be inferibed, by his own defire, on his Tomb—ftone :-- 

aii The body 


of 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Printer, 
(Like the cover of an old book, 

Its contents torn out, 

And ftript of its lettering and gilding) 
Lies food for worms : 

Yet the work itfelf fhall not be loft,. 

“ For it will (as he believed) appear once more, 





e*< In a new 
3 And more beautiful editipn, 
™ Correéted and amended 
= By 
The AUTHOR. 
A. A 
— caine " 
Anecdotes of the marvellous Recompenfe of Nature in fome 


Perfons. : 


AGDALENE RUDOLPH THURNBY, born in Swe- 
den, was lately at Hafnia. She was forty-two years of ages 
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and would perform all offices with her feet with that dexterity and 

_ readinels that fhe is defervedly the wonder of the {pectators, and 
feems to be inno want of hands, although fhe was born without 
them. She fpins, weaves, loads and difcharges a gun; witha 
knife fhe can cut paper into divers artificial hgures ; fhe knows 
how to bring her feet to her breaft and head, fo as to take-her child 
to her breaft. She feeds both herfelf and her child, and can comb 
her own hair. Without trouble fhe does all that is fufficient for 
her own neceflity, and to gratify the curiofity of others. 





KING ALPHONSUS fpeaks of a Sicilian who was botn 
blind, who had attended him oftentimes when he was hunting, 
who would point out to the huntfmen the retreats of the wild 
beafts. He {peaks farther concerning the induftry of this blind 
man, who had with great difficulty fcraped together about 500 
crowns, which kept him in conftant anxiety. He refolved at laft 
to hide them underground. Ashe was digging a hole in the earth 
for that purpofe, a neighbour efpied him, whe, when the blind 
man was gone home, went and took away the treafure he had fo 
carefully depofited. ‘Two. or three days after, when the blind 
man returned to the hole to vifit his cath, and finding it all gone 
was ready to lay violent hands on himfelf, but after debating with 
himfelf, he concluded that none but his neighbour could have 
done him this injury. Having found him out, neighbour, fays he, 
I have got 1000 crowns, one half of them I have depofited ina 
fafe place, and as for the other half, I know not what todo with 
them, having loft my fight, and being very unfit to keep any fuch 
thing. What think you neighbour? ShallI hide the reft in the 
fame place? His neighbour recommended his refolution, and going 
Peedity to the hole, replaced the 500 crowns, believing he fhoul 

ave the whole thouland together. A little time after, the blind 
man went to the hole alfo, and finding there his crowns again, car 
ried them home, and remarked to his friend, with a chearful voice, 
that the blind man could fee better than he that had two eyes. 





BON M OT S&. 


A Abbé reproached the National Affembly for deftroying 
‘ the clergy under the pretext of reforming abufes, while yet 
they fuifered the exiftence of houfes of ill fame. “ It is = 
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fible,” replied a lay orator, “* to think of reforming the brothels 
until we have married the clergy.” 





« AS Gaut is my fhudge,” faid an Ifraelite of Jamaica; who 
had won a large fum at billiards from a gentleman of the name 
of Rock, “ as Gaut is my fhudge, Iam more greater than Mo- 
fhes himfelf, for he could only draw vaters from the rock ; but _ 
added he, with a fignificant grin, at the fame time clapping his 
seponent on the fhoulder, “ I have fhuft been drawing ga/d trom 
de rock. 





An ANECDOT E. 


Young man of a liberal education, and who had {pent fome 
years abroad at a foreign univerfity, was prefented to a {mall 
vicarage in the north of England. Soon after taking pofleffion, 
it was recommended to him by his patron to pay his refpects 
to Dean ****, who, as it was now the fhooting feafon, was in re- 
fidence fora coupl¢ of months at his living. He went, and was 
received with that kind of proud civility which is fo difgufting 
toaman of anindependent mind. Dr. C****, afterwards Arch- 
deacon of ****, was there on a vifit tothe Dean; there was no 
,other company but the wives of the two doétors, and three young 
ladies. At dinner, after fome fignificant nods between the two 
dignitaries, the fubject of the Greek language was introduced. 
Dr, C**#*, who had an excellent memory, repeated long paf- 
fages from Sophocles and Euripides, to evince the beauty of that 
language; which were commented upon at great length by the 
learned gentlemen. The vicar, who had been accuftomed to man- 
ners of a different kind, thinking that this converfation could not 
be entertaining to the ladies, moftly addrefled himfelf to them, and 
was very {paring of his learned remarks. The pair of doctors, 
miftaking politenefs for ignorance, gave evident figns of an in- 
tended-furious attack, as foon as the ladies had retired. 

When accordingly the latter withdrew, the ftorm burft upon 
him ; paflages from Homer, Sophocles, Plato, Demofthenes, 8c. 
were quoted, the various readings minutely examined, and the 
proper one fettled with much dogmatical decifion. They now 
found, however, that the vicar was not fo filent as before, that he 
Vou. XVI. 389. Cc mixed 
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= mixed. inthe converfation, and even ventured often to differ in 
opinion from, the learned dignitaries. But all his remarks were 
rejected ;. he was told, ‘ We are intimately acquainted with thefe 
matters, the ftudy of them has’been the great bufinefs of our lives ; 
but that we fuppofe is not your cafe, as you was not bred at either 
of our Univerfities.” , 

Things went on for fome time in this way, when the Hymns of 
Callimachus were mentioned. Dr. C**** addreffed the Dean 
with much felf-confequence, informing him that the paffage thus 

anflated, “* He can do it, fince he is placed at the right-hand of 
Jove,” in the hymn to Apollo, was ftolen from the 55th verfe of 
the 7th chapter of the Adts of the Apoftles, “ He faw Jefus ftand- 
ing at the right hand of God.” ‘The Dean agreed that this was 
a happy difcovery, and that there could be no doubt of the faét. 
Struck with the abfurdity and ignorance of this precious piece 
of criticifm, the vicar, however, preferved his gravity, and only 
modeftly obferved that fimilar ideas naturally produced fimilar ex- 
prefions; without inducing the fufpicion of theft. Sir, you'll 
permit us to know thefe things,” was the only reply they conde- 
feended to make. 

Though provoked by their fupercilious treatment, the vicar 
itill kept his temper, referving his home-thruii till next day, when 
he knew that the doctors were to dine with a large company at the 
houfe of his patron. Having previoufly acquainted him with the 
reception he had met with from the Dean, and his intention of 
being revenged on him and his brother doctor, he had that day 
contrived to imtroduce the fubject after dinner. ‘The doétors, as 
keen as ever to difplay their fuperior fkill in Grecian lore, afked 
him whether he could to-day produce any better arguments againft 
the folidity of their remark on Callimachus than he had yefterday. 
“think I can,” repliedhe. “Do, let us hearthem; we dare 
fay, from the fpecimens you have already given, that they are 
convincing ones indeed.”’--“ I have but one,”’ faid the vicar ; “ how 
far it may be’ convincing the company fhall judge. I maintain 
then that Callimachus. could not have ftolen an expreffion from 

“the writer of the Ais of the Apoftles for the beft of reafons, 

as the former ved above 200 years before the latter was born. 

- Judgment, gentlemen 5 is my argument concluffve ?” A loud burft 

of laughter clearly decided in favour of the vicar; and the two 

doctors, during te remainder, of the vility;did not feel themfe!ves 

in the moft comfortable fituagion.coum 1 sstens 4 

. wi 50:% e647 Yediv odpisd: covewon -Fibe 
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moft firenuoujly recommended. 
n thefe nO, ; 


19 


The late Dr. Fames Malone's Recipe fora Cold, which ke 


lives ; 9 ie a large tea-cup full of linfeed, two pennyworth of 
ftick liquorice, and a quarter of a pound of fun raifins. 





eith 
' 4 Put thefe into two quarts of foft water, and let it fimmer over a 
ans of flow fire till it is reduced to one, then add to it a quarter of a 
ean dof brown fugar-candy pounded, a table fpoonful of old rum, 
thus and a table fpoonful of the beft white wine vinegar or lemon juice. 
nd of Note. The rum and vinegar are beft to be added only to that 
rfe of quantity you are going immediately to take ; for if it is put into 
-and- the whole it is apt in a little time to grow flat. 
was Drink half a -pint at going to bed, and take a little when the 
fact, cough is troublefome. 
iece This receipt generally cures the worft ‘of colds in two or three 
only days, and if taken in time may be faid to be almoft an infallible re- 
vex. medy. .Itis a moft fovereign and balfamic cordial for the lungs, 
yu’! without the opening qualities which endanger frefh colds in going 
ide. out. Ithas been known to cure colds that have been almoft fettled 
in confumptions, in lefs than three weeks. 

icar 
hen 

the Anfwer, by D. Robarts, of St. Columb, to T. Davis's Queftion, 
the inferted March 15. 

of | , 

Joy a queftion may be feen in Vyfe’s Tutor’s Guide, 
as page 303, 6th edit. where the following general rule is 
ed given : 

nft To double the 1ft or leaft weight, which always contains 1]b. 
iy. add 1, and it gives the 2d weight. Again, todouble the fum of 
Fe thefe two weights, add 1, and it produces the 3d weight. And 
re again, to double the fum of thefe three weights, add 1, and we 
w fhall have the 4th weight. 


And in the Key to the Tutor’s Guide, page 360, 4th edit. is 


im 3 

m | given the anfwer, viz. rit 11b. = the sft weight; then 2+1=3, 
s, the 2d weight ; and 34+1x2+1=9, the 3d weight ; alfog+3 
. +1X2+4=27, the 4th weight; and1+3+9+27=40, the 
iy whole weight. : 


J. Rees, of Bsiftol; and Fidelio, of Bath, 
t . 








*t* We have alfo reccived the like anfwer from Philomytti- 
5 cus, of Lifkeard; C. C. near Taunton; J. H. of Lyme; Jo- 
fias Whiteway, of Dartington; Collan Skewes, of Gwennap ; 


C 2 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by Sciolas; of Briftol, to Leander’s Rebus, inferted March 22, 


EANDER at LISKEARD you dwell, 
Bs That's all you wifh’d me, Sir, to tell. 


¢*¢ We have received the like anfwer from Fidelio, of 
Bath’; and Philomyfticus, of Lifkeard. 





Aifiier, by F Whiteway, of Dartington, to Fuba’s Charade, ins 
iin ferted April 12. 


A LAS! poor Slave, thy wretched ftate, 

Forc’d from thy home, and valu’d friends ; 
And then confin’d, hard to relate, 
To Trade and work for others’ ends. 


: tl] Wehave reckived. the like anfwer from J. H. of Lyme, 





~ ——s 


~ A CHARADE, by. Glia, of Totnes... 


M* firft’s a fhare, ye youths, pray find; 
- My fecond is-where thoufands dwell : 
When you my whole have once combin’d, 
A kingdom then you'll quickly tell. 





A REBUS, by F. Lovibond, of Othery. 


ASS prieft ordain’d by the juft God, 

To him the priefthood ever was  confign’d; . 
The type and fignal was a budding rod, 

’ And much he labour’d'to reftore mankind, 


A mighty giant who in Elah field 
All Ifraei’s army by his gods defy’d ; 

A ruddy youth conftrain’d him-foon to yield, 
Tho’ train’d to war by his own fword he dy’d, 


When Jacob from his brother Efau fled, 

A beauteous danel next yoware ta tell ; 
In Haran fieldher father’s flock fhe fed, 
With ioft embrace he kifs’dher at the well 
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An holy man infpir’d by him on high, 
Of the Meffiah’s coming much he told ; 


” He faid to Hezekiah, “ Thovw thalt die, 


« Colleé& your thoughts, and quickly them unfold.” | 


A Jew of Czefarea whofe pray’rs and alms 
ierc’d the highmanfions of. eternal light ; 
On him God fhed his grace, O precious balm ! 
In fleep profound warn’d by an angel bright, 


Next feek an Hittite who at Rabbah fought, 
He in that battle treach’roufly-was flain; 
A monarch great this fhocking a€&tion wrought, 
” Twas burning luft brought orf him that foul ftain. 


A righteous perfon who. from Sodom ran, 
When God let falbhis fiery-fulph’rous fhow’r, 
To fhew the horrid wickednefs of man, 
His wrath, his anger, and his mighty pow’r. 


A princefs whe by Amnon was defil’d, 
Her brother much enrag’d at what was done, 
When flowing wine his reafon had beguil’d 
Stirr’d up his men, and flew a Sov’reign’s fon. 


A worthy King who over Judah reign’d, 

His righteous deeds procur’d him wealth and fame 5 
But when the fanétuary he defil’d, | 

A {potted leper inftantly became. 


A name for him who on Mount Calv’ry died, 
To juftify us he arofe above ; 

Now in firm faith purely let us abide, 
And render thanks, and give him love for love. 


A pious feer who dwelt on Cherith bank, | 
he winged ravens brought him flefh and bread 
At morn andeve ; of theclear brook he drank, 
When thirft and famine round King Ahab fpread, 


To meditation, bards, be now inclin’d, 
Perufe the bleffed Sacred Writings o’er ; 
Progreffively th’ initials call to mind, 
Y occupation you will then explore. 


POETRY. 




















PO E TRY. 


The ‘BERTH of W HIST. 
From ‘* ‘Aces anny’, a Poem, by H. J. Pre Bye 


nS fay, - what'fafhionable form 
Whole--vacant_ brow refleiidn’s afpec wears ? 
Who rolls the eye with fenfelefs fapience. full, i 
In trifles wife and venerably dull ? 

I know him well... In midnight fumes enclos’d 

Of the Virginia weed, while folly doz’d, 

DullnefS advane”d with "Aldermanick tread 

In folemn filence to the idiot’s bed, 

And in the produce of the ftol’n embrace, 

The father’s fenfe and mother’s wit we trace ; 

Both witha parent’s love their offspring kifs’d, 
Prefag’dhis future fame, and call’d him WHIST. 
Far from the courtly race in private bred, 

With rural fwains his early youth he Ied, 

The cheering folace’by the wintry fire, 

Of the fat parfon, or the country {quire 5 

Till, when each livelier game could charm no more, 
And dear quadrille itfelf became a bore, 

Capricious tafte, with novel nonfenfe fraught, . 

To town this fcientific ftranger brought ; — 

Taught him the courtly circle’s fmile‘to thare, 

Till fafhion bade-him reign fole monarch there, 

Struck with amaze, his fprightlier rivals fly 
The chilling torpor of his gorgon eye ; 
Spadille no longer rears his fable fhield, 

Pam drops his halberd and forfakes the ficld. 
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See where around the filent vot’ ries. fit; 
To radiant beauty blind, and deaf. to-wit; 


’ Each vacant eye appears with wifdom fraught, 


Each folemn blockhead looks as if he thought. 
Here coward infolence infults the bold, 

And felfith av’rice boafts his luft of gold ; 
Ill-temper vents - her {pleen without offence, 
And pompous dullnefs triumphs over fenfe. 
Should fome intrufive infant in the room, 
Difturb with jocund voice the general gloom, 
The parent’s eye with fhort-liv’d frenzy wild, 
Reproves the frolick of his wifer child. 

O ftrange extreme of fancy’s wayward mood ! 
Diftemper’d pleafure’s fickly change of food! 
Which, loathing every tafte of known delight, 
Provokes with trafh her blunted appetite. 
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OW oft with pleafure have I view’d 

My lovely Anna’s charms ! 

How oft my vows of love renew’d, 
And clafp’d her in my arms. 


How oft, when from the toil of day 
Releas’d at ev’ning hour, 

I’ve with my lovely Anna ftray’d 
To yonder pleafant bower ! 


There talk’d of Hymen; dar’d to name 
The time, the happy time, 

When we, unknown to pomp.r fame, 
Shall taite his blifs fublime. 


But ah! thofe valu’d joys are flown 
(Imaginary blifs) ! 

For lovely Anna fhe is gone 
To lafting happinefs. 


And now I'll think no more of love, 
But beauteous Anna mourn; 
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I’ll fly to yonder lonely grove, 
And dieupon:her ur. 


j. P. B 


Exeter, Funty 1790. 





On a beautiful Boy, who loft his Sight-by the Small Pox. 


? . fure by Providence defign’d, 
Rather in kindnefs than in hate, 


That thou fhould’ft be like Cupid blind, 
To fave thee from Narciffus’ fate. 








J U N E 3 An Ope. 
By W. dlannaporn, of Totnes. 


ISTINGUISH’D by the longeft day, 
dure divides the lufty year ; ; 
The Crab before leads on the way ; 
Two lovely Twins fall in the rear. 
Mark’d by the fun’s direéteft beam, 
Another feafon fee begun ; 
Who, midway, with his glowing team, 
Looks back, and counts his annua! courfe half run. 
Brightorb!. leaft known tho’ moft explor’d, 
h! {mile propitious on our plain, 
Mature our fruit,—perfec our grain ; 
So fhall the poor rejoice at plenty’s board. 


Sweet central month! thee Flora loves, 
Kind guardian of her flowers; 
‘Thee too, affiGion’s child approves, 

Soothing his foul in fhady groves, 
Imploring ‘happicr hours. 
Doth reafon afk ?—doth vittue call ? 
See md moments on the wing. 
*Tis he who-guides, who governs all, 
Who notes the:feeble fpatrow’s fall, 
Shall timely fuccour bring. 
Then count not, man, that day for loft, 
Whofe morn with clouds is. overcait. 


The circling months beftow their fweets, 
- And flow’r on flow’r our fancy greets, 
And beauteous tints acquire : 
But fay what month can rival, June, 
‘Lhy fragrant breath, thy vivid bloom, 
Thy mofs-rofe and thy brier ? 





